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President Elect Statements

John Blombach, CJF
My name is John Blombach and I am currently your Vice President.   I would like to continue my active roll in the improvement of the American Farriers Association and that is why I am running for the office of President Elect. 

I promise to listen deeply to your concerns and seek your advice and council on all matters.  We have a great group of people who share their passion for our mission and the farrier business.  I am excited to offer my skills and talents to help grow and develop our wonderful fellowship.

Over the last thirty years I have taken on many leadership roles in the AFA.  I served as your Treasurer for 5 years and am currently serving as Vice President.  In the past I served on many committees, represented the AFA in international competition, served as Examiner, Tester, and have been honored with induction into the International Horseshoeing Hall of Fame.

In addition to being an experienced farrier and horseman, I am a fully licensed commercial pilot.  Complimentary skills include finance, business management and real estate investment.  I enjoy family, horses, motorcycles, airplanes, old tractors, antiques, blacksmithing, writing, reading, teaching and volunteer work.

While much progress has already been made in the Association, there is still so much more to do.  I would appreciate your vote for President Elect.  Thank you.

Respectfully yours,

John Blombach, CJF

AFA Vice President

859-559-9789 or 978-430-1757 

PhantomFarrier@comcast.net
Visit with me on Facebook.
Pat Burton, CJF

Greetings AFA Members, as you read this I know we share several common interests, foremost the vitality of our chosen profession and the American Farriers Association. All of us can reflect on mentors who have shared their knowledge and skill in developing our proficiency as Professional Farriers. For over 40 years the AFA has contributed so much to the development of peer fellowship, learning, and sharing of knowledge among industry professionals, and today we are recognized by the horse world as the leader in hoof care. Our task, as Farriers can be difficult, but the network of fellow professionals camaraderie, which provide an atmosphere to help one another is the keystone of the tenets of AFA. 

The catalyst of my success as a farrier is over 30 years of active involvement with AFA and TPFA, through which I have forged friendships with great people that taught me so much. Serving as an AFA Examiner, Secretary to the Certification Committee, Chairing the AFA Marketing/ Public Relations Committee and Speaking at the Convention have all enriched my perspective of the craft as well as provided a venue to share ideas with many of you personally. Throughout my career, I have focused on the promotion of advancing excellence, creating better educational resources and opportunities for the farrier industry.

I have enjoyed a lifetime of involvement with horses starting on the family ranch, continuing as a graduate student in Equine Management at Kansas State University and further as a multi breed carded Judge. I’ve officiated 37 International Equine Events and have been a successful trainer, breeder, coach, exhibitor, national breed association director and president. Additionally, I have served as an equine consultant to several major corporations. I worked for the AQHA and owned a multi million dollar Insurance Agency before liquidating to pursue my true passion: helping horses through better understanding of the equine foot, research in hoof function and making my share of mistakes. 

I believe it is essential for all members of the EC to demonstrate both fiduciary responsibility, which requires financial discipline, managerial oversight, and fidelity to the mission of the AFA; and strategic, which addresses the association’s alignment of internal capabilities, strengths and weaknesses to external opportunities in order to maximize collective impact. With the current BOD structure the capacity of the board to make informed decisions provides true governance. We must keep our focus on the foundational priorities of the AFA. Experience teaches that there are many ways to approach a problem and a part of the process is developing a strategic plan, being explicit requires generative thinking and utilizing the resources of our membership through personal involvement and open communication. Providing every member an opportunity to contribute to AFA through active participation is my primary goal, I challenge each one of you to do your part, start by voting. If you have any questions, concerns, comments or ideas please don’t hesitate to contact me at 817-295-4999 or farrierservice@yahoo.com. 
I appreciate your vote and support. 

All the best,

Pat Burton 

Pat Burton CJF
Region 1 Director Statements
Ruben Davalos, CF

 My name is Ruben Davalos, I have been a farrier for over thirty years and a member of AFA since the early 80’s. After taking the Farrier Science course at Cal Poly Pomona in Southern California, I began trimming at Thoroughbred and Quarter horse breeding farms. I then moved up to plating at the training centers throughout Southern California. After some time, I began to shoe sport horses in addition to the other work I had been doing. In 1989 I moved to the state of Washington, where I currently reside, and have a practice that consists of mostly Sport Horses and Therapeutic work. I have served on The Board of Directors for FAWS (Farriers Association of Washington State) for six years and American Farriers Association Equine Research Committee for four years.

  The large amount of knowledge that I have acquired at every AFA Convention and AFA

sponsored clinics as well as those sponsored locally have been immensely responsible for 

the growth and success in my career, therefore I would like to work with The Board of Directors to ensure that the flow of information continues for years to come. As gratitude for the help and knowledge I have received from AFA I would like give back by running for The Board of Directors to represent our Region. If any of you have questions or inquires you may contact me at davalosfarriers@hotmail.com .

                                                                                          Respectfully submitted:

                                                                                            Ruben C Davalos CF 

                                                                                                   AFA # 4946

Region 2 Director Statements
Jon Johnson, CJF

Hello, I am Jon Johnson.

I am extremely honored to be nominated as for Board of Directors for Region 2. I have been shoeing horses full time since 2005, WOW, not that long I know.  I have been very fortunate to have met so many great farriers in this country and my hope is that I can give back just a small piece of what has been given to me.  I am married to my wife Jessica and we have 2 girls, Cheyenne 15 and Jaeleigh 14. We have been involved with horses for most of our lives.

I am a Graduate of Oklahoma State Horseshoeing School. Since then I have worked my way through the certification process and completed my Journeyman in 2009. Since then I have also been to many certifications as an approved tester as well as helped with certification clinics. 

I believe that EDUCATION is the most important part of anything we can do for ourselves and the Equine community. I have been the President of the Kansas Farriers Association since 2007. Since that time I have made it a mission for our state to get every farrier we can come in contact with to understand how important it is to be educated in our field. I hope to bring this passion with me as a Board Member. As a Farrier in the Kansas City area there are many breeds to be able to work with, which, is a great asset to our association for the purposes of Continuing Education.  


I am often given the opportunity to work with local Veterinarians on cases which has opened the doors up to my journey through the Therapeutic Endorsement, which I plan to complete in the near future.  


I hope that I can be a voice for all the farriers in the Midwest. We have a very challenging job as farriers as well as keeping up on our own continuing education we must be able to communicate our knowledge to our clients. I believe that one of our huge downfalls as an association is getting ourselves as AFA Farriers marketed to the horse owners. This is also something I would like to encourage in our State Chapters. I would like to attend your state meeting or workshops and meet as many of you as I can.


I believe in what the AFA stands for as well as many of the State Chapters I have been around. I am asking you for your support in the upcoming elections and welcome any questions or concerns you have. johnsonhorseshoeing2005@yahoo.com  or 913-704-9841
Phillip Fisher, CJF

My name is Phillip Fisher and I’m asking for your vote for Board of Directors.

I have been a member of the AFA for 30 years. I’ve served in a variety of capacities over the years:

·        BOD as President of the Midwest Farriers’ Assn

·        Chairman of the Education Committee

·        Chairman of the Awards Committee

·        AFA/AAEP Education Committee

·        AFA Vice President for 2 terms under Emil Carre & Crag Trnka

I was disappointed in the attendance at the Portland Convention, but I chalked that up to location – convention on the coasts draw fewer people. I was alarmed, however at the numbers for the 40th anniversary convention in Kentucky. Both conventions were very well done – the speakers were great. Where did all our members go? Five years ago we had 3,000 members – the world’s largest farrier organization. We had clout. The last count I heard was 1,700 members. 

We have more competition for membership dollars. But the AFA was the impetus for those competing groups. Why aren’t we giving people what they want and need in an organization? It seems that we’ve streamlined the life out of the AFA. Maybe those 20 hour, fifty member BOD meetings weren’t so bad after all. I realize that we can’t go back, but we must move forward with more communication to and from the membership. My goal is to be a voice on the BOD for the working farriers in Region 2. 

Phillip Fisher, CJF 

AFA#679

Region 3 Director Statements
Region 4 Director Statements
Dianne Lemmon, CJF

Dear Members of AFA Region 4, the purpose of this letter is to announce my decision to run write-in campaign for Region 4 Board of Director. 
My name is Dianne Lemmon. I have been a practicing Certified Journeyman farrier for over 26 years. The AFA has been an integral part of my career since my earliest days as an apprentice for John Blombach. John exposed me to the amazing chemistry and remarkable camaraderie of this industry at my first convention in 1986. In 1987 I was again shown the warmth and affection of the AFA and its relationship with the Worshipful Company of Farriers when I was selected as one of the attendees on the Cultural Exchange Program. I firmly believe in the AFA and its mission to be the educational leader and role model for our wonderful industry. 

It is because of these positive experiences and not negative ones I would like to be able to give back to the AFA and its membership by providing my region with upbeat and effective leadership. Sadly over the past few years there has been a trend in the AFA to become trite and exclusionary, with significant alienation of long time members occurring. This inclination has to be stopped before it does irreparable harm to the AFA’s reputation and the reputation of our trade as a whole. As the old saying goes, “Together we stand, divided we fall”, and nowhere is this more important than in the trade we all love. It is my hope that we can return the AFA to being the fun and compassionate organization it once was, where we can overlook personal differences and all work together for the greater good of the trade.

Thank you Region 4 members for your consideration of electing me to serve this role.

Sincerely,
Dianne E. Lemmon CJF 2495
